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No. 4 Louisville faces test 
against No. 2 Notre Dame 


Sports, 1C 
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House halts its Hoover inquiry 


Newly enacted rule scrapped; ethics 
commission will continue to investigate 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. - A special legisla- 
tive committee formed to investigate 
former House Speaker Jeff Hoover’s ac- 
tions in a sexual harassment scandal is 
out of business, less than a week after it 
was established under controversial 


new rules. 

The House on Wednesday voted 
unanimously to abolish a new rule it ap- 
proved last week allowing it to launch 
such an investigation, with acting 
House Speaker David Osborne ac- 
knowledging the rule, though well-in- 
tended, had been a “horrible mistake.” 

Osborne said the rule was the result 
of efforts to afford due process and en- 


“I’m not going to apologize 
for the attempt. | really 

do believe in the integrity 
of this body and I believe 
public service really is a 
noble thing.” 


David Osborne 
Acting House speaker 


sure lawmakers accused of misconduct 
were thoroughly investigated by the 
body before taking any actions such as 
expelling a member. 

‘Tm not going to apologize for the at- 
tempt,” Osborne said in a brief speech 
on the House floor. “I really do believe in 
the integrity of this body and I believe 
public service really is a noble thing.” 

The investigative committee was 
formed a day after eight Republican 
House members last week filed a com- 
plaint against Hoover, seeking his ex- 


See HOOVER, Page 5A 


CALM BEFORE THE STORM 


SEGPIS Boer - | 


© til hi i bald) 


bs 
5 


The scene around the Clark Memorial Bridge was placid Wednesday as the fog began to burn away. 


Circumstances may be different by Friday night, as snow and ice are forecast to hit the area. pat mcDoNnoGH/cJ 


Constitutional rights pushed for crime victims 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. - A bill to change 
Kentucky’s Constitution to give ex- 
panded rights to crime victims won 
swift approval from the state Senate on 
Wednesday and is now headed to the 
House. 

Senate Bill 3, known as “Marsy’s 


Law” for a California woman killed by a 
stalker in 1983, is a national movement 
that has spread across multiple states 
and is now being pushed hard in Ken- 
tucky despite objections of groups in- 
cluding defense lawyers and civil liber- 
ties advocates. 

It passed the Senate on Wednesday 
with no debate after the sponsor, Sen. 
Whitney Westerfield, a Hopkinsville 
Republican, introduced it on the Senate 


floor just a few hours after it won unani- 
mous approval in a Senate committee. 

“Marsy’s Law creates a criminal jus- 
tice system that finally recognizes the 
victim as an equal,” said Westerfield, 
speaking before the Senate State and 
Local Government Committee, which 
passed it earlier Wednesday. 

The bill would create a new section 


See VICTIMS, Page 6A 
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Next JCPS 
school chief 
will come 
from within 


Mandy McLaren 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Michael Raisor 


Jefferson County Public Schools is 
one step closer to naming a permanent 
leader after the district’s school board 
named acting Superintendent Marty 
Pollio and Chief Operations Officer Mi- 
chael Raisor as finalists for the posi- 
tion Tuesday night. 

The school board said it will choose 
the new superintendent by March 1. 

Tuesday’s announcement came 
earlier than expected, possibly speed- 
ing up the district’s hiring timeline and 
signaling that the school board will 
move forward in the selection process 
with a sharper focus. 

The men, both internal candidates, 
bested seven others in the quest to 
lead Kentucky’s largest school district. 
Whomever lands the role will have a 
challenging agenda ahead, as K-12 
education throughout the state faces 
budget cuts and educators grapple 
with what a massive pension crisis 
could mean for their retirements. The 


See JCPS, Page 8A 


More inside 


Diane Porter, JCPS’ first female 
African-American board chair, is now 
back in charge. 3A 
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At least 15 killed in California as hills stripped 
by wildfires give way to deadly mudslides. 1B 
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A familiar face returns 


Teddy Bridgewater to be guest speaker at 
Courier Journal Sports Awards. Sports, 1C 


295 LASI 


Call Joffe MediCenter for your Free LASIK Exam 


and to see how you qualify for $295 LASIK 
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High 66° K Low 36° 
Scattered rain. Forecast, 2A 
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